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Heavy winds buffeted the area for several days once again this week battering crops and damaging plants
and fruit especially in younger plantings in the Manatee Ruskin area.
Temperatures have been relatively mild with daytime highs ranging from the upper 70’s to low 90’s and
night time temps ranging from the 30’s to the 60’s.
Most areas received from almost an inch to nearly three and a half inches of rain for the period. Heavy
dews and morning fog over the past few weeks have helped keep some diseases active. Cold temps and heavy
winds associated with frontal passage resulted in wind/cold damage to plants especially in normally colder areas
but fruit came through well with some minor burn/scarring.
FAWN Weather Summary
Date
Air Temp °F
Min
Max
Balm
3/9 – 4/11/17
33.73
92.52
Belle Glade
3/9 – 4/11/17
42.16
91.69
Clewiston
3/9 – 4/11/17
40.20
93.20
Ft Lauderdale
3/9 – 4/11/17
49.48
87.76
Homestead
3/9 – 4/11/17
47.01
88.54
Immokalee
3/9 – 4/11/17
37.87
93.22
Okeechobee
3/9 – 4/11/17
34.47
91.06

Rainfall
(Inches)

Ave Relative Humidity
(Percent)

ET (Inches/Day)
(Average)

3.42

70

0.13

1.28

76

0.13

1.41

73

0.14

2.39

72

0.15

2.60

76

0.13

0.93

73

0.13

2.21

75

0.13
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A variety of crops are coming to market including cabbage, collards, cucumber, eggplant, escarole, green beans,
herbs, kale, lettuce, mustard, peppers, potatoes, radishes, squash, sweet corn, Swiss chard, tomato, watermelon
and a variety of specialty items.
The National Weather Service forecast advises that generally benign weather conditions will continue
today and into the first half of the work week across South Florida. Models show broad high pressure
establishing across most of the SE states, bringing east and northeast winds. Generally sunny to partly cloudy
conditions will prevail each day through mid-week with a slight chance of a coastal showers, mainly in the
afternoon hours. Temperatures will range from the low 60s to around 70 at night, and upper 70s to mid-80s in
the afternoon hours.
The benign weather pattern will continue through next weekend with temperatures gradually increasing
each day, mainly in the interior. A stray shower or two are possible each day, mainly near the coast.
For additional information, visit the National Weather Service in Miami website at
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mfl/newpage/index.html

Insects
Whiteflies
Reports indicate that whitefly numbers in the Manatee Ruskin area are ramping up rapidly along with
TYLCV in a number of fields.
Around Southwest Florida, growers and scouts report that whiteflies remain high in many locations but
respondents indicate numbers seem to be declining in some places.
Reports indicate that TYLCV is moving in places especially where growers are not using TYLCV
resistant cultivars, and cucurbit leaf crumple virus has become widespread in watermelons and cucurbit
yellow stunting disorder virus is also becoming common in watermelon as well. Some vine decline (squash
vein yellowing virus) is also being reported in watermelon. Some tomato fields in SW Florida are also
experiencing a high percentage of irregular ripening.
Respondents in Miami Dade County indicate that whitefly remains common on tomato, eggplant, squash
and other host crops. TYLCV is common in many tomato fields and has reached nearly 100% infection levels
in a few.
Cucurbit crops at various locations around Miami-Dade are also showing high incidence of silverleaf
stemming from heavy whitefly infestation.
In the Palm Beach area, whiteflies are increasing in tomato, squash and eggplant, and have become a
problem especially in Palm Beach County. Whiteflies are reportedly building up in leafy brassicas in the
Glades.
As noted above this spring is shaping up to be a bad season for whitefly and attendant problems
including virus in tomatoes and melons, silverleaf in squash and irregular ripening in tomato.
Irregular ripening is a physiological disorder unrelated to virus but caused by feeding of whitefly
nymphs, not adults. The threshold for irregular ripening is 1 nymph per 2 leaflets. Nymphs are best
monitored on the underside of the lower (5-7th node) leaves.

The whitefly situation has been exacerbated by a warm mild dry winter and the fact that many tomato
fields around South Florida have been abandoned after one pick due to low prices. In addition, due to
low prices growers have been reluctant to spray. Even though most of the abandoned acreage has been
sprayed with an herbicide, in many cases, there is still plenty of green living tissue to support whiteflies as well
as other pests and diseases. Some fields, I have visited literally have clouds of whiteflies streaming out of them
and settling on nearby spring plantings. This situation is not playing out well for spring crops.
Field hygiene including rapid and timely crop destruction and clean up should be a high priority and
should be an integral part of the overall strategy for managing whitefly populations, TYLCV incidence,
and insecticide resistance. These practices will help reduce the onset of the initial infestation of whitefly,
regardless of biotype, and lower the initial infestation level during the cropping period.
Disrupt the virus-whitefly cycle in winter by creating as long a break in time and/or space as possible
between fall and spring crops, especially tomato, cucurbits and other crops where whitefly vectored
viruses are an issue.
Promptly and efficiently destroy all vegetable crops within 5 days of final harvest to decrease whitefly
numbers and sources of plant viruses like TYLCV.
Destroy old crops quickly and thoroughly after harvest, killing whiteflies and prevent re-growth.
Spray first with a tank mix of pyrethroid and malathion to kill whiteflies in the old crop. Use a contact
desiccant (“burn down”) herbicide in conjunction with a heavy application of oil (not less than 3 % emulsion)
and a non-ionic adjuvant to destroy crop plants and to kill whiteflies quickly.
Time burn down sprays to avoid crop destruction during windy periods, especially when prevailing
winds are blowing whiteflies toward adjacent plantings.
Treat spring plantings of tomato with a systemic insecticide in the transplant water. (Table 1). If on drip,
make a second soil application in 30 days using a systemic insecticide of different mode of action
Scout crops every week and apply insecticides as needed to maintain control. Target nymphs once the threat of
immigration from old crops has passed (Table 2).
Table 1; Systemic insecticides applied to soil for whitefly control
Common name
Imidacloprid
Thiamethoxam

Mode of Action
4A
4A
4A

Flurpyradifuron
Verimark

4D
28

Trade Names
Various
Platinum 75 SG
Venom 70%
Scorpion 35 SL
Certador 10%
Sivanto 200 SL
Verimark 18.7%

Rates
Check Label
1.66 - 3.67
5 - 7.5 oz/ac
9 -1 0.5 fl oz/ac
32.5 - 47.5 fl oz/ac
21-28 fl oz/ac
5-10 fl oz/ac

Efficacy Ratings for Insecticides and Miticides on Tomato
Whiteflies

Other pests controlled

MOA
4A
4A
4A
4D
23
23
7C
28
1B
3A
3A
3A
3A

Active
Ingredient
dinotefuran
imidacloprid
thiamethoxam
flupyradifurone
spiromesifen
spirotetramat
pyriproxyfen
cyantraniliprole
malathion
beta-cyfluthrin
bifenthrin
esfenvalerate
fenpropathrin

Whiteflies

Southern
Spider
Armyworm mites

3A
3A

lambda
cyhalothrin
permethrin

G*

F

G*

G

3A
4A
9
16
21 A
4A

zetacypermethrin
acetamiprid
pymetrozine
buprofezin
fenpyroxiamate
clothianidin

G*

G

Unk.
Unk.

horticultural
mineral oil
Azadiractin

F†

E**
E**
E**
E**
E†
E†
E†
E**
G*
G*
G*
G*
G*

G
G†
G†
G
F**

Stinkbugs

Leafminer

G
G
E
G
E

E

F

G
G

G
F

F

F

G

G

F†

Soap,
F†
Unk.
insecticidal
* OP+Pyrethroids tank mix.
** Most Effective as a drench.
† Effective primarily against nymphs
Check labels before using any pesticide.
For more whitefly management tips – see:
Recommendations for Management of Whiteflies, Whitefly-Transmitted Viruses, and Insecticide
Resistance for Production of Cucurbit Crops in Florida - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in871

Management of Whiteflies, Whitefly-Vectored Plant Virus, and Insecticide Resistance for Vegetable
Production in Southern Florida - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in695
Worms
Around Southwest Florida, worm pressure is low to moderate but starting to pick up. Respondents have
noted some problems with loopers in tomato and a mixed bag of beet armyworms, southern armyworms
and loopers are causing rind damage in some watermelons. A few diamondback moths are showing up in
crucifers.
On the East Coast, worm pressure remains mostly low. A few European pepper moth larvae have been
reported in bell pepper. Respondents indicate that diamondback moths are causing some problems in leafy
brassicas and some growers have reported difficulty in trying to get them under control.
European pepper moth has been in Florida since at least 2011 and may be increasing in numbers. The
adults have a wingspan of 0.75 to 0.83 inch. The forewings are gray-brown in color with two yellowish-white
transverse lines. The outermost of these lines has a pronounced "finger" that points towards the back edge of the
wing. When at rest, the wings are held out from the body forming a triangle. The adult body measures 0.35 to
0.5 inch in length. The head, antennae and body are olive brown. The abdomen has cream-colored rings
encircling it. The legs are pale brown.
Upon hatching, the larvae have a shiny dark head and a salmon pink body with a line of separated brown
to gray spots extending across and around each segment. On some segments, there are two transverse rows
of these spots. If you look at these spots with a hand lens, you will see at least one short, stout hair emerging
from each of them. There is also a hard-dorsal plate (or sclerotized region) located on the segment just behind
the head. This plate is the same color as the head capsule.
As the larvae grow, their background color changes to a creamy white or light brown or dirty white
color. The color can vary depending on the host plant. In some cases, the background color of the larvae can
even be quite dark (due to recent feeding activity) making the spots hard to see. Prior to pupation, they can
reach 0.7 to 1.25-inch-long and become pearly in appearance. They also seem to lose their spots just before
pupation.
The European pepper moth feeds on a wide range of vegetable crop and weedy hosts and can damage to
roots, leaves, flowers, buds and fruit on which it feeds as larvae. It will often bore into fruit while feeding.
For more information and photos – see http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/veg/leps/european_pepper_moth.htm
Reports from the Ruskin area indicate that worm pressure from a mixed bag of species remains steady
and respondents note that pinworm has emerged as the #1 lep problem in many tomato fields. One scout
remarked that they have not seen this level of pinworm activity in nearly 25 years. Diamondback moths remain
active in crucifers and have reached high numbers in some fields.
Around Homestead, army worms are active in a variety of crops.
Respondents in the Glades indicate that armyworms are spotty in corn as the crop moves away from the
Lake and pressure low to very low in most places. Southern armyworms are reportedly causing some issues
in other vegetables on the muck.

Pepper Weevil
Pepper weevils are established in many pepper fields around Southwest Florida and numbers are
building as the season progresses. Some growers report having abandoned fields where weevils have gotten
out of control.
Reports from East Coast production areas indicate that pepper weevil numbers are high to extremely
high in all counties and will curtail extended production in some older pepper fields. Scouts report signs
of finding foliar feeding in eggplant in some places. Young pepper planted near older fields are at the highest
risk.
Pepper weevils are becoming common in the Homestead area.
Scouting is importance as with other pests to detect infestations at an early stage. In the absence of Vydate,
growers may want to look at Exirel, Actara, Rimon, Dimilin and the pyrethroids to knock down adults. Growers
should be aware that you cannot spray your way out of this problem but need to take a pro-active IPM approach
throughout the season including good sanitation and destruction of old fields and separation of planting in time
and space with a crop-free period between fall and spring plantings where practicable.
Thrips
Growers and scouts report a significant increase in thrips pressure in most areas.
On the East Coast, respondents indicate thrips are increasing and affecting pepper quality in most areas
in Palm Beach County where control has been elusive. They are less of a problem in Martin County but
scouts note that populations are increasing in many places and in St Lucie county where control measures have
been more effective. Scouts report they are mostly western flower thrips with a sprinkling of Thrips palmi.
Some growers have reports swarms of migrating thrips around Pahokee which are readily attracted to bright
clothing like a yellow shirt. These thrips are moving into bean fields and may be a cause for concern.
Around Homestead, common blossom thrips and western flower thrips, vector of TCSV and other
tospoviruses continue to be a threat. Growers should scout fields carefully to detect their presence in tomato
as well as weedy hosts near the fields and in the surrounding area. Tomato chlorotic spot virus is widely
present in many tomato fields. Reflective plastic mulch may be useful to repel thrips early in the cropping
cycle.
Melon thrips are also causing problems around Miami Dade County. Reports indicate numbers are high in
eggplants and adults are being found in squash, cucumber, beans and okra as well.
Thrips have been mostly low in South Florida but scouts continue to report finding a few thrips vectored
groundnut ringspot virus and tomato chlorotic spot virus infected plants here and there.
Around Southwest Florida, Thrips palmi are also becoming serious problems in several pepper fields, as
well as some eggplants and they are also starting to bronze some leaves in some watermelon fields.
Growers report that where present they have presented a challenge to control.
Around Hillsborough County, thrips numbers are on the rise.
Growers and scouts should learn to identify thrips species and take a soft IPM approach to reduce
numbers and favor beneficial insects such as minute pirate bug which have been shown to help control
populations.

Radiant, Movento, Torac, Exirel and Requiem in rotation can be used to manage thrips. Addition of nonionic surfactant in tank mix to will increase effectiveness on insecticides.
Aphids
Around the East Coast, aphids have become common in a variety of crops with flights of winged and
nymphs building on foliage in many places.
Growers and scouts in Southwest Florida, report that aphids are patchy and have required control in
several places.
In the EAA, aphids are still an issue in sweet corn resulting in honey dew and sooty mold on the ears as
the corn nears maturity. They are present in low numbers throughout the growing cycle, but tend to flare up
at the end. The numbers on the flags and silks are low while most the colonies (which remain small) are located
on the underside of leaves up and down the plant. Aphids are also showing up in leafy greens and brassicas. as
well.
Lesser cornstalk borer
Around the Glades, lesser cornstalk borer trap counts remain fairly high on the sand lands around
Clewiston. Depending on location numbers are up and down based on moisture levels in the field. Counts on
muck soils are declining with lower populations.
Spider mites
With dry conditions, spider mites are flaring up in a number of locations around South Florida on
cucurbits, eggplant and tomatoes.
Broad Mites
Around Southwest Florida, broad mites remain widely present and persistent in pepper and eggplant.
Growers and scouts on the East Coast report a downward trend in broad mite pressure apart from some
hotspots where they remain a problem.
Silkfly
In the EAA, silk fly maggots are showing up in ears as they near harvest while adults remain low with the
highest numbers being around the lake. Levels of both adults and immatures can be characterized as low.
Around Homestead, corn silk flies continue to cause problems.
Growers should scout corn fields carefully for silk fly infestation. Certis Bait pellets have shown significant
reduction of adults and silkfly damage on corn ears. Pyrethroids can also be used to reduce silk fly adults.
Stinkbugs
Growers and scouts are finding stinkbugs and leaffooted bugs especially in older plantings and some
growers have had to apply pyrethroids. Several scouts have noted an increase in stinkbugs especially where
more selective insecticide are being applied.

Leafminer
Leafminers appear to be declining in most locations although they are still around and causing some
problems in places.

Diseases
Late Blight
Late blight has slowed down in most places around Southwest Florida now largely under control on most
farms except for a few places where scouts have noted some new infections.
Target Spot
Around Immokalee, target spot continues to remain an issue especially in fields nearing harvest or being
harvested.
Respondents on the East Coast target spot is mostly low.
Target spot remains active in Homestead.
Bacterial Spot
Around Southwest Florida, bacterial spot is present at low levels but is still creeping around is some
pepper and tomato fields.
On the East Coast, bacterial spot is increasing in non- resistant pepper and in tomato.
Bacterial leaf spot is remains active in a number in tomato fields around Homestead.
Early Blight
Alternaria is increasing on tomato around south Florida. Some of this is associated with leafminer damage.
Low levels of early blight have also been reported around Manatee County.
Early blight has hit some potato plantings hard where it has moved in on wind damaged foliage assisted
by foggy morning. In the worst-case scenarios, yields will suffer.
Powdery Mildew
Growers and scouts report powdery mildew is starting to increase in some watermelons and also moving
in squash around Southwest Florida.
Powdery mildew is present in cucumber and squash around Palm Beach County and is also starting to
show up on some Cubanelle pepper as well.
Growers and scouts indicate that powdery mildew is widespread in cucurbits around Homestead
including squash and bitter melon.
Dill producers are reporting some issues with powdery mildew on dill.

Growers are getting good control with products like Fontelis, Quintec, Torino, and Rally.
Downy Mildew
On the East Coast, downy mildew has jumped on mature squash in recent days.
Around Immokalee, downy mildew is active in cucumbers and starting up in some watermelons and in
cantaloupe.
Downy mildew is also present on squash in Homestead.
In the EAA and elsewhere, downy mildew is causing some issues in cole crops including cabbage, kale
and radish.
In the Glades, downy mildew on lettuce remains persistent, generally at low levels due to good
management.
Downy mildew continues to plague basil producers and is increasing with cooler humid nights and foggy
conditions.
Phytophthora
Reports from Palm Beach County indicate Phytophthora is causing problems in some older pepper in
areas where it is traditional a problem. It is also hitting some eggplant where fruit are becoming infected on
the ground as well as some double crop squash.
Phytophthora is causing some problems around Homestead.
Tomato Chlorotic Spot Virus
Tomato chlorotic spot virus (TCSV) is mostly low and stable but can be found in all counties in South
Florida. Incidence remains higher in Miami Dade County where TCSV can be seen in almost every field but
respondents indicate it is not as bad as in previous years.
Early symptoms of infection are difficult to diagnose. In young infected plants the characteristic symptoms
consist of inward cupping of leaves and leaves that develop a bronze cast followed by dark necrotic spots.
Tomato chlorotic spot virus causes necrosis in tomato leaves and stems, and causes ringspots and other
deformations of the fruit. The symptoms are nearly identical to those of groundnut ringspot virus and
laboratory diagnosis is necessary to distinguish on from the other.
The use of virus-free transplants, insecticides to control thrips, rouging infected plants, SAR elicitors
such as Actigard, and UV-reflective mulch will likely be effective managing TCSV.
Tomato Yellow Leaf Curl
A few scattered TYLCV infected plants have been reported in tomatoes in all production areas around
South Florida.
On the East Coast TYLC is increasing in some older tomato.
TYLCV is common around Homestead and infection rates are approaching 100% in some isolated fields.

TYLCV is increasing quickly in many fields around SW Florida and has reached infection rates have
surpassed 50% or more in some older fields and is showing up more frequently in younger fields.
With the huge number of whitefly moving off abandoned fields, lack of cold weather and very high
whitefly counts being reported in many fields, the situation is ripe for virus to explode in the spring crop.
Growers would be advised to rapidly and efficiently destroy abandoned fields and aggressively target whiteflies
in younger plantings.
Rouging infected plants in younger fields is advised.
Watermelon mosaic virus
Growers in few locations around Southwest Florida are experiencing problems with mosaic in melons
and squash.
Growers and scouts in Homestead report mosaic virus is common in squash.
Cucurbit leaf crumple virus
Around Homestead, cucurbit leaf crumple virus is widely present in squash.
In Southwest Florida, cucurbit crumple leaf virus is widely present and increasing in watermelons.
Cucurbit yellow stunting disorder virus
Cucurbit yellow stunting disorder virus is now becoming more common in watermelons around South
Florida.
Vine Decline
Scouts report that squash vein yellowing virus (SqVYV) (aka vine decline) is present in several
watermelon fields around Southwest Florida.
Cucurbit Virus Advisory
Cucurbit crumple leaf virus (CuLCrV) along with squash vein yellowing virus (SqVYV) (aka vine
decline) and Cucurbit yellow stunting disorder virus (CYSDV) are all whitefly transmitted viruses which
have appeared relatively recently in Florida. Scouts are already finding all three viruses in watermelon
around SW Florida.
The fact that watermelon growers around SW Florida saw major issues with CYSDV last spring and a
re-emergence of vine decline (SqVYV) after several relatively quiet years, coupled with the fact that
CuLCrV is widely present at low levels in squash and water melons this past fall suggests growers should
be alert this spring and practice aggressive scouting and whitefly management in these crops.
We have had another relatively mild winter to date without any cold weather to take out the wild
cucurbit hosts (balsam apple, bur cucumber etc.) of these viruses so there is high probability that these
viruses could over winter and be ready to jump into spring plantings.
In addition, we are seeing very high whitefly numbers around SW Florida. Even though these are
primarily moving out of tomato (a non-host), they are hunger and could acquire one or more of these
viruses while moving around before settling down in a squash or melon field.

As you may know Georgia watermelon producers experienced major issues with cucurbit crumple leaf
virus this fall. Crumple leaf also infects beans and caused major issues in beans as well.
In short, the stage is being for these whitefly vectored viruses to be an issue in spring watermelon
production (and other cucurbits) in South Florida.
While there is no way to know if the will be a problem, growers are advised to scout fields for whiteflies
and virus.
Management practices:
Be alert for and eliminate cucurbit weeds around melon fields.
Use a soil-applied neonicotinoid insecticide such as imidacloprid (Admire®), thiamethoxam (Platinum®),
or dinotefuran (Venom®) should be used at planting for longer season cucurbits, such as watermelon and
calabaza, and possibly for green beans (imidacloprid only).
If a foliar application of a neonicotinoid insecticide such as acetamiprid (Assail®), dinotefuran, or
thiamethoxam (Actara®), is used instead of a soil application, it is best to apply it in the first 30 days of
the crop, before flowering (pollinator protection).
Switch to non-neonicotinoid insecticide classes after flowering, and do not use any neonicotinoid class
insecticides for the remaining cropping period.
Spiromesifen (Oberon®) is effective against immature stages of the whitefly.
IGRs - (buprofezin (Courier ®), pyriproxyfen (Knack®) to control nymphs may be effective.
See Recommendations for Management of Whiteflies, Whitefly-Transmitted Viruses, and Insecticide
Resistance for Production of Cucurbit Crops in Florida - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/in871
Efficacy Table for Single Mode of Action Insecticides and Miticides Labeled for Cucurbit Vegetables in
Florida - https://www.scribd.com/document/341391847/Efficacy-Insecticides-Cucurbits-003
Corn leaf blight
Growers and scouts in the EAA are seeing low levels of both northern corn leaf blight in sweet corn.
Northern corn leaf blight caused by the fungus Exserohilum turcicum.
Initial symptoms of the NCLB include yellow spots that develop on the foliage. These enlarge to form tan
or straw-colored dead areas about 4 to 6 inches long and one half inch wide. NCLB produces a long, elliptical
lesion, while those of southern corn leaf spot tend to be oblong and much smaller than those produced by
NCLB.
Lesions caused by southern corn leaf blight are much smaller (up to ½ inch wide and 1-inch-long) than
those caused by northern corn leaf blight. SCLB blight lesions are also lighter in color (light tan to brown),
and have parallel sides rather than the tapering sides of lesions caused by E. turcicum.
Northern corn leaf blight, like southern corn leaf blight, moves from the lower canopy to the upper
canopy. Fungal sporulation may be observed with a hand lens on foliar lesions following periods of high
humidity. When severe, lesions may become so numerous that they coalesce and turn the entire leaf necrotic.

Bean Rust
Reports from the Glades indicate that mostly low levels rust are becoming common in susceptible beans
varieties.
Initial signs of bean rust on common bean include fungal sori, seen as small white specks under the leaf
epidermis, and rust colored pustules. These pustules are found mainly on the underside of the leaf and are
often surrounded by a chlorotic ring.

News You Can Use
WHAT TO DO DURING A GOVERNMENT AGENCY VISIT
If the enforcement branch of a government agency appears at a [company name]’s place of business, please
follow the steps set forth below. FIRST, make sure your HR manager and Operation personnel work together.
1. Determine who the investigators are? Ask for a business card. Make sure they really are with the agency they
claim. If you are suspicious, call the local agency office or the number on the business card to verify their
identity.
2. Find out why the investigators are at your business:
If DOL appears (Wage & Hour, OSHA, etc.), you can ask them to come back at a more convenient time:


Ask them to come back when you have had a chance to assemble your records and speak with counsel.

If Immigration and Customs Enforcement appears, determine if they are there for:


A “RAID,” which requires a Search Warrant, DOES NOT require advance notification.



An I-9 AUDIT (to verify employment eligibility) DOES REQUIRE three days’ advance notice in writing but no
search warrant.

Some ICE agents will present a subpoena (in conjunction with an audit), suggesting that you need to comply
with it immediately. However, you are entitled to three days’ advance notice, and ICE CANNOT use a
subpoena to shortcut that. Nevertheless, [company name] may choose to cooperate.
3. Stay calm. Be polite no matter how angry you might feel. Losing your temper will only make matters worse.
4. IF the investigators present a Search Warrant, examine it carefully. It should identify:





the agency or officers;
the location to be searched:
the specific items or individuals to be seized (if known): and
the expiration date for the court order.

Note: A warrant is a court order that gives law enforcement agents permission (or the right) to search your
property. Resisting a warrant may result in contempt of court.
5. Contact [your inside legal counsel contact] immediately (work _________/home ___________ /cell
__________). If you are unable to reach him/her and you are faced with an audit or raid call your outside

counsel, [outside counsel’s name], as quickly as possible. His/her office number is [phone number] and his/her
cell number is [cell number]. It’s a good idea to consult with an attorney who is versed in immigration or
employment law anytime one of these agencies shows up.
6. Notify any temporary agency which currently has employees working on site of the RAID or AUDIT and
your expectation of their full cooperation.
7. During a raid, you have the right and SHOULD accompany the investigators on their search. Take notes on
what is occurring. Especially make notes if any unusual or disturbing behavior occurs (such as “badgering”
employees or questioning only foreign-appearing employees). Make an inventory list of the items and computer
files seized.
8. ONLY allow investigators to see the records they are legally entitled to see (what is listed in the warrant or
subpoena).
During an I-9 AUDIT, you are technically required to produce ONLY the I-9 forms for inspection (not seizure).
If ICE wants to see anything else, you CAN require the agent to get a valid subpoena. You ARE NOT required
to produce photocopies of the documents employees presented to establish identity and/or employment
eligibility and counsel will work with you before deciding to hand over any identity or employment eligibility
documents.
During a Wage & Hour Audit, you are required to provide payroll documents but not I-9 forms or tax
documents.
9. DO NOT allow documents to be removed from your property without making copies. The warrant in a raid
permits them to remove originals. DO NOT, without the advice of legal counsel, turn over more documents than
the law requires. During an audit (without a warrant), nothing in the law requires you to give original forms or
to make photocopies of forms.
10. KNOW YOUR RIGHTS. For example, you, your supervisors and your employees are not required to
answer any questions. Also, you have the right to continue operating your business during the investigators’
visit. DO NOT SIGN ANYTHING!
11. DO NOT do anything that could get you into trouble such as trying to prevent access to the premises or
blocking entrances.
DO NOT hide employees, advise them to run or hide or help them escape from the premises.
Here is a link to an excellent document prepared by Chris Schulte of the law firm CJ Lake LLC in Washington
D.C. Schulte serves as legal counsel for the National Council of Agriculture Employers. The document offers
sample policies and template forms for use by employers to inform their employees what to do in the event of
an ICE audit or raid. The forms can be tailored to your company for use.
http://ffva.informz.net/ffva/data/images/March2017/3-21-2017-What-to-Do-During-an-Audit-or-RaidInstructions.pdf
FFVA Emerging Leader Development Program
Are you or someone who works for youan up-and-coming leader who wants to be more involved in the Florida
Fruit & Vegetable Association? Consider the FFVA Emerging Leader Development Program, administered by
the Florida Specialty Crop Foundation.

Applicants must be age 25 to 40, part of an FFVA member’s family or their company, and must be working in
or pursuing a career in Florida specialty crop agriculture. A class of eight to 10 members is selected each year.
Care to be a part of class 7? Applications are being accepted through business hours May 15, 2017. Download
the application here http://www.floridaspecialtycropfoundation.org/leadership/
Tomato Plant Destruction
Under Florida law, abandoned tomato fields that have not been destroyed within five days after final harvest are
subject to an Immediate Final Order (IFO) per Rule - FAC Chapter 5B-59.003, Tomato Plant Destruction.
You can report abandoned tomato fields by sending an email to the Division of Plant Industry describing the
physical location of the property. Their first route of destruction would be to make contact with the growers
and request compliance, if this does not occur an IFO is issued in which the grower has 10 days to correct the
problem.
Please contact Tyson Emery if you have any further questions.
Tyson Emery
Chief- Bureau of Plant and Apiary Inspection
Division of Plant Industry
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
email: tyson.emery@freshfromflorida.com
Phone: (352) 395-4709
See rule at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?ID=5B-59.003
Opportunities to Get Core CEU’s Online
The CEU Series is published in Growing Produce on-line and is approved by FDACS and provides a
convenient way to earn CORE CEU's. Simply read an article and answer the questions at the end of the article.
A passing score of 75% or greater will earn you one CORE CEU.
There are currently several articles available and a new one will be published bi-monthly.
CEU Series: Learning About Pesticide Resistance is Anything but Futile
CEU Series: Improve Your Integrated Pest Management Program
CEU Series: Key in On the Contents of Pesticide Labels
CEU Series: Precaution Needed When Working with Pesticides
CEU Series: Get the Lowdown on Federal Pesticide Laws
CEU Series: Take into Account the Toxicity when Handling Pesticides
CEU Series: Be Aware of Bees When Applying Pesticides
CEU Series: Avoid Mishaps When Handling Pesticides
Here is a link to the latest article, CEU Series: Avoid Mishaps When Handling Pesticides where you will find
links to all the previous articles. http://tinyurl.com/mpphcvb
EPA Manual Available on How to Comply with the Revised Worker Protection Standards
The EPA in conjunction with the Pesticide Educational Resources Collaborative (PERC) has made available a
guide to help users of agricultural pesticides comply with the requirements of the 2015 revised federal Worker
Protection Standard (WPS).

You should read this manual if you employ agricultural workers or handlers, are involved in the production of
agricultural plants as an owner/manager of an agricultural establishment or a commercial (for-hire) pesticide
handling establishment, or work as a crop advisor.
The “How to Comply” manual includes:
•
•
•
•

details to help you determine if the WPS requirements apply to you;
information on how to comply with the WPS requirements, including exceptions, restrictions, exemptions,
options, and examples;
“Quick Reference Guide”- a list of the basic requirements (excluding exemptions, exceptions, etc.);
new or revised definitions that may affect your WPS responsibilities; and explanations to help you better
understand the WPS requirements and how they may apply to you.

•

The revised EPA Pesticide Worker Protection Standard “How to Comply” Manual is available at:
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/pesticide-worker-protection-standard-how-comply-manual
Meetings
April 12, 2017

IFAS CCA-CEU Spring Session

This session will offer 5.0 CEUs in "Nutrient Management" and 5.0 CEUs in "Pest Management"
categories.
This session is webcast to five centers- Gainesville, Lake Alfred, Balm, Immokalee and Ft. Pierce.
To register, please use the following link and pick the ticket to the center of your choice:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ufifas-cca-training-tickets-32533860653
FSMA Produce Safety Alliance Classes - registration on-line through Event Brite
April 20 – Tavares, FL - http://psa042017.eventbrite.com
May 17 – Palmetto, FL - http://psa051717.eventbrite.com
April 24 - 26, 2017

FSMA Preventive Controls for Human Food Rule classes

For more information and to register, use the links below:
Lake Alfred, February 8-10 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fspca-training-lake-alfred-registration-28581155004
Gainesville, April 24-26 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fspca-training-gainesville-registration-29441832313
April 24, 2107

Pesticide Applicator License Prep Class
Core
Private

April 25, 2017

Pesticide Applicator License Prep Class
Aquatic
Natural Areas

April 26, 2017

8 AM – Noon
1 PM – PM

8 AM – Noon
1 PM – PM

Pesticide Applicator License Prep Class
Right of Way

8 AM – Noon

Hendry County Extension Office
1085 Pratt Blvd
LaBelle, Florida
Classes are $10 each. To register, contact Debra Cabrera at dcabrera@ufl.edu or call 863-674-4092
April 27, 2017

H-2A BASICS – PART 1 AND PART 2
UF/IFAS Southwest FL Research & Education Center
Immokalee, Florida
9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

The classes are free and a sponsored lunch will be provided
H-2A Basics Part 1: Bringing in a temporary legal workforce under the H-2A program.
This class covers the processes related to gaining approval as an H-2A employer. It includes items you will
need to prepare for the application form; the flow of the paperwork; protections for U.S. workers; foreign
worker recruitment; H-2A employee rights; and additional guarantees for U.S. workers. The class emphasizes
the importance of dedicating internal personnel to the program and bringing in outside experts to help. The
class ends with a Department of Labor review of top compliance issues related to H-2A, followed by a panel of
experts on the H-2A application and recruitment process.
H-2A Basics Part 2: Managing workers under the H-2A program.
Managing workers according to contractual obligations of the H-2A program after they are here is even more
complicated than the recruitment process, and it is more likely that employers will be visited by DOL because
H-2A employers are identified to the enforcement arm. Paperwork and recordkeeping are more critical than
ever, including the additional task of tracking hours offered and hours worked. Timely re-payment of travel
costs, transportation to the workplace and housing regulations are some of the important topics covered in this
class, and cautions about treating U.S. workers differently from foreign workers. The class will end with a
discussion of potential pitfalls by a panel of H-2A growers and labor contractors.
Please contact Barbara Hyman to register at hymanb@ufl.edu or call 239-658-3461.
Websites
Farm Dog - Florida Pest and Disease Pressure Map is now available! Discover agricultural pest and
disease trends near you in this interactive map. Updated daily. - free app at: http://scoutdash.eastus.cloudapp.azure.com/regional
EDIS is the Electronic Data Information Source of UF/IFAS Extension, a repository of all IFAS Extension
publications - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
Frequently Asked Questions on FSMA - Questions & Answers on the Food Safety Modernization Act http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm247559.htm
2016-2017 UF/IFAS Vegetable Production Handbook of Florida - This handbook is designed to provide
Florida growers with the latest information on crop cultivars, cultural practices, and pest management. Free
hard copies of the handbook are available at UF/IFAS research and education centers and county extension
offices. It can be viewed or downloaded at http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/topic_vph

Check out Southwest Florida Vegetable Grower on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/pages/South-Florida-Vegetable-Grower/149291468443385 or follow me on
Twitter @SWFLVegMan - https://twitter.com/SWFLVegMan
Quotable Quotes
Beware of half-truths. You may have gotten hold of the wrong half. - Anon
The only place where success comes before work is in the dictionary. – Vince Lombardi
Tomorrow hopes we have learned something from yesterday. - John Wayne
Follow your heart but take your brain with you. – Alfred Alder
Lord, make us choose the harder right instead of the easier wrong and never to be content with a half-truth when
the whole can be won. – Cadet Prayer
On the Lighter Side
The Haircut
One day a florist went to a barber for a haircut.
After the cut, he asked about his bill, and the barber replied, 'I cannot accept money from you, I'm doing
community service this week.' The florist was pleased and left the shop.
When the barber went to open his shop the next morning, there was a 'thank you' card and a dozen roses waiting
for him at his door.
Later, a cop comes in for a haircut, and when he tries to pay his bill, the barber again replied, 'I cannot accept
money from you, I'm doing community service this week.' The cop was happy and left the shop.
The next morning when the barber went to open up, there was a 'thank you' card and a dozen donuts waiting for
him at his door.
Then a Congressman came in for a haircut, and when he went to pay his bill, the barber again replied, 'I cannot
accept money from you. I'm doing community service this week.' The Congressman was very happy and left the
shop.
The next morning, when the barber went to open up, there were a dozen Congressmen lined up waiting for a
free haircut.
And that, my friends, illustrates the fundamental difference between the citizens of our country and the
politicians who run it.
Weather Forecast
Once upon a time there was a king who wanted to go fishing. He called the royal weather forecaster and
inquired as to the weather forecast for the next few hours.
The weatherman assured him that there was no chance of rain in the coming days. So, the king went
fishing with his wife, the queen.

On the way, he met a farmer on his donkey. Upon seeing the king the farmer said, "Your Majesty, you should
return to the palace at once because in just a short time I expect a huge amount of rain to fall in this area".
The king was polite and considerate, he replied: "I hold the palace meteorologist in high regard. He is an
extensively educated and experienced professional. And besides, I pay him very high wages. He gave me a very
different forecast. I trust him and I will continue on my way."
So, he continued on his way. However, a short time later a torrential rain fell from the sky. The King and
Queen were totally soaked and their entourage chuckled upon seeing them in such a shameful condition.
Furious, the king returned to the palace and gave the order to fire the professional. Then he summoned
the farmer and offered him the prestigious and high paying job of royal forecaster. The farmer said, "Your
Majesty, I do not know anything about forecasting. I obtain my information from my donkey. If I see my
donkey's ears drooping, it means with certainty that it will rain."
So, the king hired the donkey.
Thus, began the practice of hiring dumb asses to work for the government and paying them outrageous salaries
to occupy its highest and most influential positions.
The practice is unbroken to this day.
Contributors include: Joel Allingham/AgriCare, Inc, Javier Soto/West Coast Tomato Growers, Gordon
DeCou/Agri Tech Services of Bradenton, Dr Nick Dufault/ UF/IFAS, Carrie Harmon/UF/IFAS Plant Disease
Clinic, Sarah Hornsby/AgCropCon, , Bruce Johnson/General Crop Management, Barry Kostyk/SWFREC, Leon
Lucas/Glades Crop Care, Chris Miller/Palm Beach County Extension, Gene McAvoy/Hendry County
Extension, Alice McGhee/Thomas Produce, Dr.Gregg Nuessly/EREC Chuck Obern/C&B Farm, Dr. Monica
Ozores-Hampton/SWFREC, Dr. Rick Raid/ EREC, Ryan Richards/The Andersons, Dr Pam Roberts/SWFREC,
Dr. Nancy Roe/Farming Systems Research, Wes Roan/6 L's, Dr. Dak Seal/ TREC, Kevin Seitzinger/Gargiulo,
Crystal Snodgrass/Manatee County Extension, Dr. Phil Stansly/SWFREC, Dr. Josh Temple, DuPont Crop
Protection, Dr Gary Vallad/GCREC , Mark Verbeck/GulfCoast Ag, Dr. Qingren Wang/Miami-Dade County
Extension, Alicia Whidden/Hillsborough County Extension, Dr Henry Yonce/KAC Ag Research and Dr.
Shouan Zhang/TREC.
The South Florida Pest and Disease Hotline is compiled by Gene McAvoy and is issued on a biweekly basis
by the Hendry County Cooperative Extension Office as a service to the vegetable industry.

Gene McAvoy
Gene McAvoy
County Extension Director / Extension Agent IV
Regional Specialized Agent - Vegetables/Ornamental Horticulture
Hendry County Extension Office
PO Box 68
LaBelle, Florida 33975
Web: http://hendry.ifas.ufl.edu/

863-674-4092 phone
863-673-5939 mobile
863-674-4637 fax
GMcAvoy@ifas.ufl.edu

Special Thanks to the generous support of our sponsors; who make this publication possible.

Thomas Produce Company

Shawn Barley

Wedgworth’s Inc.

Of South Florida
Grower and Shippers of Quality Vegetables
9905 Clint Moore Road
Boca Raton, Florida 33496

Big W Brand Fertilizer

Carol Howard

Ryan Richards

Mobley Plant World
1351 W Cowboy Way
LaBelle, Florida 33935
Phone 863-675 -2020

(863) 441-9255 cell

The Andersons
710 Broward Street
Immokalee, FL 34142
Phone 239-657-8254 Fax 239-657-2005

Gargiulo

Nichino America

Growers Shippers Importers Exporters
David Pensabene: Production Manager
Naples Operations
Phone 239-353-0300 Fax 239-353-3407

Makers of Courier, Portal & Vetica
Technical Sales Representatives
Todd Villars: West Florida - 863-532-0937
Sam Monroe: East Florida - 772-473-0873

Dr. Nancy Roe

Ed Early

Farming Systems Research

DuPont Crop Protection

5609 Lakeview Mews Drive
Boynton Beach, Florida 33437
Phone 561-638-2755

Fort Myers, Florida 33911
Mobile 239-994-8594

Glades Crop Care, Inc.

Stacey Howell

Leaders in Crop Health
Management
Charlie Mellinger, Ph.D.
Phone 561-746-3740 Fax 561-746-3775

Justin Powell
Southeast Business Leader

Adama
229 881 9757 cell
justin.powell@adama.com

Bayer CropScience
3481 3rd Ave NW
Naples, FL 34120
Phone (239) 353-6491 Cell (239) 272-8575

Bart Hoopingarner

Gowan Company
3605 162nd Ave East
Parrish, FL 34219
Phone 941-776-1105 Cell 941-737-7444
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Sponsored by Orondis® fungicide &

OmniLytics - AgriPhage

Syngenta Crop Protection

Safe Natural Effective
Vegetable Bacteria Control
Dave Cole - 561-261-1545
Tony Swensen - 801-808-2132

Cody Hoffman
Fort Myers, FL 33901
Cell 321- 436-2591

Dave Owens

Marrone Bio Innovations
Cell 239-233-9073 or
dowens@marronebio.com

Certis USA

Brent Beer

Beer Leveling &
Land Development
Office 863-675-1663 863-673-3173 cell
158*17*43857 Nextel

Scott Houk

Bio-Pesticides for Crop Production

Dow AgroSciences LLC

Joe Craig - 863-291-9203
Chuck Goodowns - 352-538-4471

Phone 239-948-3999
Email sehouk@dow.com

FMC
FMC Corporation APG
Ron Palumbo
Cell 305-304- 7941

Steve

Mike

Dave

Jamerson Farms

Ronald Palumbo@fmc.com www.fmccrop.com

Growers, Packers and Shippers of
Florida’s Finest Vegetables
Phone 239-229-5734 Fax 239-368-0969

Sarah Hornsby, CCA

Donald Allen

Agricultural Crop Consulting, Inc

AGLIME SALES INC

Scouting: Manatee, Hillsborough, Collier
Office/Fax 941-776-1122
Cell 941-713-6116
Email: AgCropCon@aol.com

PO Box 60
Babson Park, Florida 33827-0060
Office 863-638-1481 Fax 863-638-2312
Mobil 863-287-2925

BioSafe Systems LLC
OxiDate®
TerraClean®
StorOx®

Jarod Huck
352-789-9363
Luis Hansen
305.793.9206

info@biosafesystems.com

PUT YOUR NAME HERE
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Garry Gibson

BASF Corporation
1502 53rd Avenue
Vero Beach, Florida 32966
Office 772-778-4646 AGNET 21726
w.garry.gibson@basf.com

Certified for use in Organic Production
Jack Kilgore 239-707-7677
g8trmanjek@comcast.net

Valent USA
"Products That Work
From People Who Care"
Sarah Markle

863-673-8699

Chuck Obern

Scott Allison

C & B Farm

Diamond R Fertilizer

CR 835
Clewiston, FL 33440
Office 863-983-8269 Fax 863-983-8030
Cell 239-250-0551

PO Box 1898
LaBelle, FL 33975
(863) 675-3700
sagator@aol.com
Richard Roles

Arysta Life Science

Roles Marketing International

Richard Royal 352 434-8774
Shaun Yule 386 561 0493

Distributors of Agrigro and Super
Cal 10% Calcium
richard@rmiint.com www.rmiint.com
Cell 561-644-3511

Dr. Henry Yonce

Grower's Management, Inc

KAC Agricultural Research
Scouting, Consulting
Research
386-736-0098 work 386-527-1124 cell
HDYONCE@msn.com

PUT YOUR NAME HERE

P.O. Box 130
Belle Glade, FL 33430
Phone: 561-996-6469
www.growersmanagement.com

PUT YOUR NAME HERE

NOTE: The acknowledgement of sponsorship in no way constitutes or reflects an official endorsement of these
businesses or their products or services by either the University of Florida, IFAS, the Florida Cooperative Extension
Service, or the Hendry County Extension Office. Sponsors have no control over the content of this publication.

